
ThE GULL LAKE

Magic
Man

Metamorphosis and the grand
Tradition of Magic on display in

Gull Lake last week
BY TIM KALINOWSKI

Local residents 1vere treated to m entedaining display
of magic and illusion at the Kinette sponsored Abraca-
DAZZLE magic shorr, at the CuU Lake Colrmmit-y HaI
last lVednesday evening. Seooned magicimJohr Kaplm
engrossed the 400 person audience, most of rvhom rvere
fmilies rvith young children, s'ith a sho\\' that had upbeat
music, dance, bright costumes, colourful lights and nicc'
comedic touches. Part of the proceeds from the magical
evening stayed in thc community to support the local
Kinettes. The ,{,dvance h.d an opportunih to speal( s'ith
nagician lohn Kaplor, r{ho has been touring md enter-
tainin8 audiences for over 40 vec, prior to the shors He
toid us that since the.rte of s he has rvmicd to be a magi-
cian.

" \ lagrc rta- r h,'bb\ thnughout m) tr,\Lint up yeds,
and I rvas deternhed to nake it a careel" Kaplan told the
Adr.anct'. "l served an apprenticeship s'ith a magician
irom 1975-80. Right after I graduated bon high school I
rvent right into a five yed apprenticeship prcgTm; it r{as
1!ith a magician named \'lickel', no joke. llicke], Hades *
so I 'm actualh,a sorcerer's apprentice! (laughs)."

K,rplan also attributes t\\'o magiciru rfith being a drir-
ing inspiration for his love of magrc today: The great
Hdrn Houdim of course; but also arguably C.uada's
strmgest ard greatest magician, Doug Herning, rvho rvas
rvorld fmous ir the 1970s. Heming's "Nletamorphosrs"

illusion, (rvhere the magicim srvitches places rvith his as-
sistilt chained \\'ithin a locked box in a matter of seconds
before the ven'e1,e), rvas comidered mongst the best ever
pertomed since Houdid hiruelf invented md pertomed
it. lt 1\,6 no coincidence that Kaplm chose to end his per-
fomance \rith that same illusion - paling homage to
both Houdiru ild Heuing simultaeouly.

"Doug Heming rvas a maior inlluence on me. Before
Doug Hemirg bmt on to the magic scene ma8ic \r,asn't
cool, The onJy magiqil ilyone could have nued at that
time rvould have been Houdini, rvho had alreadl' been
dead for 50 vem -.. So as a youg teen being a magician
rvasn't cool un6l Doug Heuing shorved up md all of a
sudden it lvas cool."

Frcm rvatching the magic shorv it ws obvious that Ka-
plm's love oI perfomilce is abslutely genuine, ild his
face lit up noticeably rvhen the lcai kids arayed in front
of the stage on the floor begm to laugh md shout duing
the lighter moments of the shorv- One could also tell he
has 4O vean h the buhess; t}le b:icks md illusiom he uti-
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lizd were bied md b|E dNicdone wmingly effort-
Iesly with great pmfessional detail md polish. The
muk of a tme adept at mY c-ft.
Kaplm told tlre Aaw6 that he gets nearly equal
me'mrrro of satisfaction from eming his living by
doing magic md giving back to the comuities he
perfoms in He told u tlnt loca.l mmmi$r seruie
i.a chuity gmupshaslaneed forthekind of showhe
offere, mci lie reilizedthis very ealy on in his rcr'

"l wm wis mough uly on in mY ercr," eid Ka-
pln "to realize that tlm rvc a mrket out there thal
had a need for whatl did ... What I did wc apprcac-h
ihat market md mademy show notlust as gmd m the
;how cm be. family&iadly md all that, but also some
tiring that ould be zuesftrl for my grcup m long as
they foltowed dre (m*eting) plm .'. Ifs a rewarding
Ieeline afttr doine a slrow to lnow that not only have
we pu"t miles on-kidd fae, but re have left taqgible
resrie in theommity m well."

Howevs in the ernlAilno-DAZZIJ is all about Ka-
olm's enduing love of magiq md he onfe*d that he
L reailv, in maiy my+ stiii that 9 yeu old boy he was
when the dsire to de ma$c 6si me callhg in his tife
those oh mmyyffiago.

"Ln some wavs l'm still tlut 9 vea old kid- I iut e
tuw to grow rip flaughs)... Thire's something mu'
about expaimcing tutsrc of wondu when you *e
something absoluiely impossible... You lnow in you
loqicdt mild tlEt ifs-btaily impmsible md yet there it
is"happmine in ftontof voir. Wi experiene tiut m kids
a loif mem"the 6sttiuieitsnomi(s mzing to akid
right? But you lce thd ro time ges on md you be
cme m adult So I thinkifs 8reat to rekindle that me
feeling of mnder. Ilove watching magiciffi Perfom
myself; ifs atotal ki*forne."-And 

judging by the audience resPore lmt Wedns-
day night, Kaplm mtainly succeded in conveying
th;t child-tikesE of wonder md fm to the mmy
Cul! Lake ma residmts who me out to enjoy his
show.
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